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VINTAGE  NOTES
The spr ing  of  2021 was  an  ext remely  dry .  There  was  very  l i t t l e  ra in  
that  winter  and we moved back  into  se r ious  drought  condi t ions  by  
ear ly  spr ing .   On 4/19/2021 the  water  f rom Lake  Mendoc ino was  shut  
of f  a t  our  Redwood Val l ey  Grape  Ranch .   No water  a t  a l l  was  made
ava i l ab le  for  Agr icu l ture .  The  l ack  of  so i l  mois ture  l ed  to  weaker  shoot
growth and very  poor  f ru i t  s e t .  Coas ta l  s i t e s  wi th  more  fog  and genera l
ambient  mois ture  d id  bet te r .  In land v ineyards  were  the  most  a f fec ted .
Overa l l  the  c rop in  Sonoma County  was  about  15% be low normal .
Coming on the  hee l s  of  the  tota l  d i sas te r  of  2020 (which  had two
major  f i r e s  in  the  middle  of  the  growing  season)  th i s  l e f t  winer i e s
sc rambl ing  to  f ind  f ru i t .   The  2021 v intage  i s  exce l l ent  but  smal l .

Pla t t  i s  pos s ib ly  the  mos t  f amous  Sonoma County  v ineya rd  fo r  Chardonnay  
and  P inot  Noi r .   I t ’ s  loca t ed  a t  the  ex t r eme  Sonoma Coas t  ju s t  nor th  and  
ea s t  o f  Bodega .   The  e l eva t ion  a t  P l a t t  r ange s  f rom 425 f t  to  850 f t  wh ich  
means  tha t  i t  i s  pe rched  above  the  mar ine  l aye r .   Highe r  e l eva t ion  s i t e s  a r e  
coo l e r  in  Napa  but  a r e  warmer  a t  the  Sonoma Coas t .

TASTING NOTES
Our intent ion wi th  Chardonnay  i s  to  make  i t  in  a  c l ean ,  ba lanced s ty l e  
that  r e f l ec t s  both  the  s i t e  and the  v intage .  That  means  harves t ing  i t  
correc t ly  so  that  we  re ta in  the  br ightness  in  the  wine ,  and ,  making  
jud ic ious  use  of  new French oak .   Our  P la t t  Vineya rd  Chardonnay  has  
grea t  ac id i ty  and a  t remendous  e l egance .   

The  nose  d i sp lays  Lemon Pee l ,  J a smine ,  and Honeysuck le .  On the  
pa la te  a re  notes  of  p ineapple ,  beeswax ,  and r ipe  Meyer  Lemon.  The  
smal l  amount  of  new French oak i s  beaut i fu l ly  in tegra ted  in  th i s  
v ibrant  wine .  The  2021 Pla t t  Chardonnay  wi l l  age  gracefu l ly  for  a t  
l eas t  t en  year s .
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Aged in French Oak Barrels, LT Atelier & Millard, 38% New
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